
 

 

Our purpose is to make new disciples of Jesus Christ 

for the transformation of the world. 

 

 

 

Wesley Worship 

Schedule 

8:30 am  Coffee    

 Fellowship 

9:00 am  Traditional 

Worship 

10:10 am Children’s 

Music/Sunday School 

for all ages (starting 

on  9/18) 

11:15 am  ignite 

Contemporary 

Worship 

Church Office Hours 

Mon —Thurs   
 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.  

 

Homecoming Sunday  is September 11.   

There will be dessert after each service.  We 

will also be honoring those who have been 

members of Wesley United Methodist Church 

for 50 years or longer, as well as honoring 

Sunday School teachers for the  

2016 - 2017 year. 

2016 Potato Bowl USA 
North Dakota vs South Dakota 

Sept. 17! 
 
 

Wesley will again be participating 
in the Grand Forks Potato Bowl 
Parade on Saturday, September 

17.  We need a few people to 
help decorate our float for the 

parade and also to either ride on 
the float or walk along with the 

float and hand out candy.  Please 
call or email the church. 



 

 

 

Happy birthday to you! 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU! 



 

 
A note from The 

PAstor  
 

“Train children in the right way, and when old, 
they will not stray.” Proverbs 22:6 
 

It’s that time of year again. Time to pack the 
lunches, fill backpacks with school supplies, make 
sure teeth are brushed and hair combined and 
clothing clean, pat our little ones on the head and 
send them off into the big, scary world. And yes, 
it is a big, scary world. Frightening, actually. Or 
perhaps better in this day and age: terrifying. 
 

This year in particular was hard for me because it 
was the first time those little ones included Myles, the smallest Baird of 
them all. But, as scary as letting them go off into the world can be, I still 
have hope for them. I have hope for them because of two reasons: 
 

1. They have incredible parents, or at least their mother is. No, we aren’t 
those “helicopter” parents you hear so much about, but we do take 
interest in our kids and all their activities. We try the best we can to 
encourage them, and teach them right from wrong—to show them that 
“right way” Proverbs 22:6 talks about. We pray for and with them, 
admonish them when needed, and make sure their very basic needs are 
met. I don’t say all this in order to get you to think, “Wow! They really are 
great parents!” I say this because I understand the place of privilege that I 
come from, and from that place I hope and pray for parents everywhere 
who struggle day in and day out with whatever life situation they find 
themselves in. Sometimes, parents are just not able to be present in the 
way they should. It’s to these parents, and these children, that I pray I can 
extend my love to, not just that I can help raise my children in the right 
way, but that I can use my place of privilege to help others as well. This is 
why I volunteer at school when I can, or coach my kid’s soccer teams. It’s 
an awesome way to help a family out, and to help teach other children the 
right way. And this brings me to the second reason I have hope for my 
children: 
 

2. They are a part of an awesome faith community. How many children in 
our community right now don’t have a faith home? I can’t remember the 
number off the top of my head, but I know when I researched this a few 
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months back it was well over 50%. Church just isn’t a priority for 
families anymore. This is why I sometimes push a little too hard when 
it comes to implementing changes in our church, especially around the 
MCCI process. I believe the future of this congregation, while built on 
the backs of the faithful legion that has come before us, is found in the 
children and families of this community who don’t have a church 
home. I hope that every member of this congregation is praying daily 
that God would breakthrough into our church, and help us live into 
our mission of making news disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world. 
 

Now, all that being said, I know that sometimes our children don’t 
always go the way we teach them. As much as I love Proverbs 22:6, I 
also recognize that parents can pour their entire being into their 
children, seeking to train them in that right way, and still those 
children will stray and become lost. Perhaps this is why when I 
consider what it means to be a good parent, grand parent, foster 
parent, aunt, uncle, whatever, I think of God first. God, our good 
parent in heaven, who is full of love, compassion, and mercy even 
when we stray. God who is the father who runs to meet his lost son. 
God who was willing even to lay down his life that we might be raised 
up. 
 

I can’t tell you the number of stories I’ve heard about adult children 
who left the church only to return years later. My older brother was 
one of these. I believe the reason he did finally find his  
way back was because of my parents who taught him the right way, 
and continued to love him even when he strayed. 
 

There is a whole sea of children right outside our doors whose parents 
are just as fearful and nervous about sending them out into the world 
as I am. This is why I want to encourage us, like those first fishermen-
disciples, to cast our nets out and show those families God’s great love 
for them. 
 

Peace,  
 
 

Howie Baird 
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Lobby/Welcome Center/Fellowship Area Team 

MCCI update: 

A lot has happened in the past month. The sheetrock work is complete in 
the lobby and it is finished and painted. Windows between the lobby and 
sanctuary are in. Both south and north entry ways and the hallway from 
the front entry to the dining room have been painted. The last week of 
August work will begin to update all of the electrical outlets and switches 
with new trim plates in the lobby fellowship room and north entrance. 
The Tuesday after Labor Day work will begin on the flooring. A new tile 
arch will be installed where the little walls were removed along the sanctu-
ary wall, new carpet will go in the area and stairway around the elevator (I 
am sure we will all miss the duct tape) and trim will be installed at the base 
of all the new sheetrock. A plan to replace the recessed lighting in the lob-
by, entry ways and fellowship area is being put in place and work will 
probably begin early in September. Work is continuing on furnishings and 
our new welcome center area. For updated pictures visit the Wesley Face-
book page at:   https://www.facebook.com/Wesley-United-Methodist-

 

Tuesday night study begins 
September 13, at 7:00 p.m., in the library. 

 

Sunday, September 18 @ 10:10  am 

Billie Dixon and Hellen DeMaster will be sharing about their  

mission trip to the UMCOR Depot in Louisiana in June.  

Everyone is invited to attend! 

Adult Sunday school classes will resume on September 25. 

The Youth attended an end of the summer swim party at Riverside Pool 
followed by outdoor games and a cook out at Kellie Burgess’ house on 
August 7th.  There were approximately 20 Youth in attendance!!  It was 
fun for everyone to catch up on summer activities.   After the meal, a 

devotional was held, followed by discussion on upcoming activities for 
the year.  Keep watch for more information on when Youth Group will 

be starting up in the fall, either in the Sunday bulletin or this newslet-
ter.  If anyone has questions or concerns, or if anyone would like to vol-
unteer, please contact Kellie Burgess, Marge Myrold, Katie Stoley, Kelsey 

Tretter, or Pastor Howie. 

https://www.facebook.com/Wesley-United-Methodist-Church-106679062768099/
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Please register by contacting the above email or phone 
number. 
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The Quilters thank Juanita Holloway & Evelyn  

Elhard for  

supporting the quilters from afar.   

Juanita lives in Milton, Washington and mails her quilt tops to us. 

Evelyn lives in Jud, North Dakota and sends her quilt tops with 

her daughter, Marge Myrold.  

 We assemble them and send them to the Shelter House.   

Thank you, ladies! 

Also, we appreciate the congregation’s support. 

  We have room for more weekly quilters.   

We welcome you! 

Helen De Master, Coordinator 

 

Music rehearsals will begin September 7.    

Kids Bells for grades 2-7 at 5:45-6:15. 

Adult Bells for Grades 8-Adults 6:15-7:00 

Chancel Choir Rehearsal 7:00 

The Wesley Youth Group will have its first meeting on Sunday, 
September 18, from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  Supper will be served 
at 5:30 p.m.  The Youth Group is opened to all Youth who are in 
grades 6 through 12.  Friends are welcome to attend and are en-

couraged to come!  Please bring your enthusiasm, energy, and ide-
as for the coming year.  If anyone has questions or concerns, 

please speak with Kellie Burgess, Marge Myrold, Katie Stoley, Kel-
sey Tretter, or Pastor Howie. 
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The annual Bazaar has been changed to “Fall Festival”  

 It is scheduled for Saturday,  November 12. 
11:00 am—1:30 pm. 

The menu will be meatballs, mashed potatoes, green beans, and pan 
desserts (no pie). 

Volunteers will be needed for preparing, serving and cleanup. 
  

 
United Methodist Women’s Eastern Sunrise Annual 
District Retreat / Meeting is September 23rd & 24th at 
Clear Lake UMC, Clear Lake, South Dakota. Registration 
fee is covered by Wesley United Methodist Women.  If 
you wish to attend let Berniece Holm or Judy Christy  

         know. 
 

Thanks to everyone that contributed POP TABS and BOX TOPS!   
We were able to turn in 29 lbs. of pop tabs for the Ronald McDonald 

House and 900  box tops to Winship School.   
Continue saving them for next year’s collection. 

 
DID YOU KNOW? 

 

Wesley has a coffee lady! 
She arrives early Sunday morning to make the coffee and set 

out the FABULOUS TREATS that the church members and 
herself provide.  She has been giving of her time for several 

years.  Barb Spicer, and Eli and Caleb Zerr help her with 
cleanup.  She has for several years been holding UMW Circle 

Lydia-Ruth-Rachel together. They meet once a month at 
Parkwood Place. 

Thank you, Nancy Schaper , for all your hours given. 
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Shoe Box Christmas 

Our focus ministry for September will be Shoe Box Christmas. 
Our goal is to fill 50 boxes to send to Spirit Lake Ministry Center. 

All items need to be new and age appropriate.  
Please do not include clothing other than the hat and gloves.  
We have wrapped boxes and put them in the fellowship room. 

They need gifts for the following age ranges:  
 

Infant                         Toddler 

3-5 yrs                        6-8 yrs 

9-12 yrs                     13 and up 
 

What should I put in the box? 
 

New toys 

Hand held games 

Card Games 

Makeup/nail polish for older girl 

Hat and Gloves/Mittens 

Toothbrush 

Toothpaste 

If you have questions, please contact Megan Baird.  

 



 

 

10 

  

 

 
Wednesdays at 1:30 p.m.  

Quilting, Room 305.  

Everyone is 
Welcome! 

For questions, call Helen  

DeMaster @ 701.772.3584 

 

2   Connie & David Nelson 

  4    Jane & James McDonald   

6 Judy & Dave Christy 

12  Jeanette & Karl Lindquist 

13  Mary & Jim Faircloth 

Pam & John Galegher Jr. 

14  Laura & Douglas Munski 

Kayla & Jason Anglin 

17  Bobbie & Scott Taylor 

20  Helen & John Evans 

21  Sandy & Tim Dittus 

24  Helen & Rev. Dale Emery 

28  Fay & Rich Lehn 

30  Jackie & Tom Saddler 

 

Wesley Book Club will meet 
September 20, 7:00 p.m. 

Fellowship room  
 Hostess: Mary Faircloth. 

Contact: Natalie Meier @ 701.775.9177 
 

  Bring ideas for this year’s reading list. 
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On-line giving 

You can now manage your 

giving on line through our web 

site at gfwesley.org.  Click on 

the “online giving” tab and fol-

low the steps to “make a dona-

tion”.  Or simply scan the QR 

code below.   
 

We thank you for your  

support! 
 

 

 
     

 

 Offering Received 

             2015      2016 

Prepaid 

Pledges            $14,372.06     $6,200.00  

January         $19,922.87      $23,572.45 

February        $18,656.71     $20,562.68 

March             $21,336.78  $22,926.89 

April         $29,236.40  $20,286.17 

May     $25,286.44  $25,337.10 

June       $18,509.97  $19,613.89 

July     $17,172.89  $15,676.12 

August   $17,007.45  $18,537.89  

   Total            $164,328,68  $154,175.30 
           

SUNDAY WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                      

August 7  54 + 38 = 92  

August 14  63 +38 = 101 

August 21  64 +37 = 101 

August 28   67             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The craft showcase has been 
moved to the office level  

during construction. 
  It now holds newly canned 

apricot jelly and pepper  
jelly, along with many other 

crafts. 



 

 

 

Phone: 701-772-1869 

Fax: 701-772-1940 

E-mail: 

gfwesley@midconetwork.com 

Check out the Newsletter online at: 
www.gfwesley.org 
 
Worship Schedule 

See Calendar and front page for worship times 
 
Office hours: Mon. thru Thurs.. 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 
Pastor: ...................................... Reverend Howie Baird 
Choir Director/Organist: ................... Marjorie Myrold 
Choir Accompanist: .......................... Carol Lamberson 
Secretary: ..……………………………….. Rachelle Bontrager 
 
The Wesley Witness 
A publication of Wesley United Methodist Church.  
Published 12 times each year to keep members and 
friends informed of programs of the church and to 
report news about the Wesley family.  

For our Prayers --- 
 

 

Those in Care or Assisted Living Facilities:   

At Parkwood:  Jean Beach, Virgil Haake, Beulah Hodges, Emolyn 

Skinner, Lois Weisser; At Wheatland Terrace: Kyle Whitcomb’s 

parents; At Country Estates: Verle Ralston; At Valley Eldercare: 

Joan Bristol, Carol Clark; At Mapleview Memory Care:  Phyllis 

Sand;  At Good Samaritan, East Grand Forks: Velma Fruetel & 

Charlene Kotts.   

At Home:  Ole Dahlen, Alice Darling, Marlo Gade, Shirley Hoff, Pat Klokstad, Carolyn 
Strand, Ray Spicer, Marijo Whitcomb’s mother and father.  

If there are people, joys or concerns that you would like to have included in this 
monthly prayer list, please email them to gfwesley@midconetwork.com.  

 If you are interested in being part of a prayer group that will meet at the church to 
pray for joys and concerns expressed in worship on Sunday mornings or shared on 

prayer request cards, please talk to Pastor Howie or Penny Millspaugh. 

 

 

at  

www.gfwesley.org 

and like us on 

Facebook to keep up 

with what's going on 

at Wesley 
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